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Four US Navy SEALS departed one clear night in early July 2005 for the mountainous

Afghanistan-Pakistan border for a reconnaissance mission. Their task was to document the activity

of an al Qaeda leader rumored to be very close to Bin Laden with a small army in a Taliban

stronghold. Five days later, only one of those Navy SEALS made it out alive.This is the story of the

only survivor of Operation Redwing, SEAL fire team leader Marcus Luttrell, and the extraordinary

firefight that led to the largest loss of life in American Navy SEAL history. His squadmates fought

valiantly beside him until he was the only one left alive, blasted by an RPG into a place where his

pursuers could not find him. Over the next four days, terribly injured and presumed dead, Luttrell

crawled for miles through the mountains and was taken in by sympathetic villagers who risked their

lives to keep him safe from surrounding Taliban warriors.A born and raised Texan, Marcus Luttrell

takes us from the rigors of SEAL training, where he and his fellow SEALs discovered what it took to

join the most elite of the American special forces, to a fight in the desolate hills of Afghanistan for

which they never could have been prepared. His account of his squadmates' heroism and mutual

support renders an experience that is both heartrending and life-affirming. In this rich chronicle of

courage and sacrifice, honor and patriotism, Marcus Luttrell delivers a powerful narrative of modern

war.
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This book is a compelling, easy read that you will find hard to put down. The first part takes you

through SEAL training in Coronado, CA and gives you a deep appreciation for just how hard it is to



become a SEAL, while the second half takes you through a harrowing battle that in many ways

validates just why the SEAL selection and training process is so difficult and so effective.The battle

sequence in Afghanistan and its aftermath is incredibly intense . The best screen writer in

Hollywood couldn't have dreamt up something more intense, moving, and awe inspiring. If they

make it into a movie it will in some ways be like a Afghani inspired version of Full Metal

Jacket.Reading this fills one with humility and gratitude for the sacrifice that all the members of our

armed services make on our behalf, but especially for the men of the SEAL teams. All I can say is

that I am very glad they are on our side.As an aside, if you enjoy books like this you should check

out Bravo Two Zero by Andy McNab, an SAS operative who served in the first Iraq war. I found it

highly ironic that in both cases great misfortune results from acts of human mercy that elite soldiers

felt compelled to take despite the clear risk it posed to their own lives. These books should be

required reading for anyone who questions the character and moral fiber of such brave men.

This book was recommended to me by someone I deeply respect. I'm not a military person so I

have no basis of relativity here but suffice it to say I am proud to be an American and have guys

such as this doing what they do best.I read this book in one day. Start to finish. I couldn't put the

thing down. It's that intriguing. You often hear about the SEALs but never really get to hear stories

(or at least I don't) about the operations they go on. Yeah, they're dangerous but that's about all you

get. You hear about their training and how they've gone through hell and back and the need to

prepare but you don't really understand why. Maybe that's just me being a naive civilian (I'm sure

other military folks understand firsthand) but I can tell you, reading this book gave me a much

different perspective on what an "operation" is.Again, I'm not a military buff. I've thought the military

is absolutely something we need but this book isn't about rah-rah-rah go America, it's about the

journey of one man - Marcus Luttrell - from his pre-training days, through the BUD/S training, then

right on into Operation Redwing which brought him and his team into one of the most fierce battles

I've ever read or heard about.This story makes you want to cheer and cry at the same time. I turned

the last page and was awestruck. Proud to be part of a country where Service, Loyalty, Honesty and

Integrity still mean something and that we have a duty to thank and remember our military service

members.Coming face-to-face with Taliban and having to survive - sometimes with a bit of luck

(maybe this is a higher power watching down, who knows) - six days in the backcountry, seeing

your team members KIA, I can't even imagine it. Marcus Luttrell and his fallen comrades deserve

every ounce of respect, including those still serving.For those reading this, should you buy this

book? Absolutely. I can say without a doubt it's a nail-biting, page-turning, harrowing experience



that I think every person should read. Doesn't matter which side of the political fence you sit on, all

political BS aside, everyone should read this - it's a perspective that only comes from someone

who's experienced it firsthand.No one likes war and reading this isn't about agreeing or disagreeing

with Iraq, Afghanistan or the wars to come, it's about understanding what it takes to do what it takes

to survive, to never give up, to have the courage and strength both physically and mentally to do

what you have to do. Sometimes we get caught up in our own little battles in our own little world but

all it takes is something like this story to really give you a true perspective on things.Turning the last

page (and seeing the pictures at the end, and I wish there were more of them), made me reaffirm

that my family, wife and kids are the most important things in my life and that I love this country. We

fight because there are those who will try and take it away if we don't. Never give up.So, now that

I've stepped off my soapbox, would I buy this book. Oh yeah I would.

This book takes you inside the Navy SEALs training program in Coronado. You are with Marcus

Luttrell throughout BUD/S and Hell Week. You fly with him and his teammates in a C-130 to the

Hindu Kush, where the hunt begins for bin Laden's right-hand man. But then it all goes terribly

wrong, up there in the mountains of Afghanistan.This book, written by Patrick Robinson, reads like a

fast-paced thriller, told in Marcus's understated voice. It is a rivetting, important, sad story of lost

friends, valor, courage and the intricacies of modern war. It is an important book, destined to

become an American classic.

Apparently some people are upset because Luttrell has an opinion and some attitude. I'll let you in

on a little known secret...one does not survive any severe challenge without strong opinions and

attitude. It is part of the man, therefore a required part of "his" story. Even if you still have your John

Kerry bumper sticker still super-glued to your car and you truly believe in the vast right-wing

conspiracy, you should buy this book for what it is, an amazing (and true) story and a great read.

Stop pushing the liberal or conservative agenda for awhile and just be an appreciative American.

Luttrell is the real deal.
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